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elements and of careless inattention by the general lot of men. As it
dances in the wind and smiles at the appreciative faces, it is ex-
actly like a man at the height of his fortune. What a pity it would
be to destroy it and thus deny it these few days of happiness. How
very hard it is for the flowers to come to these days and how easy
is it to pluck them! If they could but speak would they not sigh
and moan? Moreover, even without the cruel treatment of men,
flowers in bloom are subject to the tickling of the butterflies and
the scratching of the bees, the pecking of the birds and the boring
of the worms, or the scorching of the sun and the beating of the
wind, and the plaguing of the mist and the pounding of the rain.
It is man's duty, rather, to protect them from these plagues; so
how can we bear, on the contrary, to harm them ourselves?
Because of these views that he was wont to propound, he never
in all his life broke off one single sprig or injured a single bud.
He would linger all day around a favorite flower in other people's
gardens but would not suffer his host to break off a stem and thrust
it upon him. If he should see someone about to pluck some flowers,
he would exhort him to stop, even to the extent of kneeling and
kowtowing before the man if it was necessary to do so to make
him spare the flowers. If he came upon children about to gather
flowers to sell for money, he would pay them what they might
make from the sale of the flowers in order to buy them off. If, in
spite of all these attempts to protect the flowers, he should come
upon broken branches and stems, he would take some wet soil and
seal up the injured part. This he called "doctoring the flowers/*
As acts of vandalism would occur in spite of his vigilance, he
rarely allowed people to visit his own garden. When it was im-
possible to refuse his friends and relatives, he would, before he
let them in, extract from them the promise that they would not
touch the flowers. Moreover, he only permitted them to view the
flowers at a distance so that their foul human odor would not
contaminate the plants. Ordinarily the mildest and gentlest of men,
he became quite ferocious if he caught one of his visitors breaking
his promise. He would berate him fiercely and send him scurrying
off with the injunction never to come back.